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A report of the 2013 growing season makes rather depressing reading, as the year saw 230 days of 
rain compared with a 30 year average of 124 days.  A very cold February and March were followed 
by wet weather in April and then cool and damp weather in May and June.  The statistics show that 
May and June were three degrees below the 30 year average.  Flowering took place late, in difficult 
conditions, and over a prolonged period, and fruit set was poor.  By the beginning of July, the vines 
were about three weeks behind their usual growth pattern.  The weather then swung dramatically 
the other way, becoming very hot (three degrees above the 30 year average), with July being 
punctuated by violent storms.  By the end of the month, the vines were only one week behind.  
Early August was very unsettled, but was followed by hot, dry weather from 8th August, lasting 
until 5th September.  There were several days of heavy rain in September, and October remained 
mild and damp – the perfect conditions for the spreading of rot.  Picking dates vary quite widely 
from property to property – as a generalisation, those with the lowest yields and most rigorous 
vineyard management were able to wait longer – but overall, this was the latest harvest for 25 
years. 
 
A number of producers told us that if these conditions had prevailed 25 years ago, the crop would 
have been entirely lost.  Fortunately however, techniques of vineyard management have advanced 
considerably, and all was not lost.  The poor flowering meant that the crop was naturally limited.  
And as the season progressed, many châteaux reduced their potential crop even further as 
conditions remained persistently challenging.  As always, some coped better than others. 
 
 



 
 
Over three days of comprehensive tastings, we have sorted the successful from the less successful, 
and now have a list of wines which we are happy to recommend to lovers of fine claret, who wish to 
buy wines for drinking (rather than for investment) over the short to medium term.  The wines to 
avoid lack fruit and are marred by hard, aggressive, unripe tannins.  The good wines, made with a 
lightness of touch in the vinification process, are well balanced, with lovely classic characteristics of 
fine-grained tannins supporting fresh, precise fruit and long, balanced finishes.  There remains one 
further caveat however – the prices need to drop.  The wines may have been produced in 
significantly smaller volumes than usual, and at a correspondingly higher cost – but the consumer 
needs to be cut some slack by the money making machines of Bordeaux, and given the chance to see 
a return to affordability by classed growth properties.  If – and it’s a big if – this happens, there will 
be wines that it is possible to recommend strongly. 
 
One last word – the Sauternes are brilliant.  Rot being their stock in trade, the conditions were 
tailor made for a great Sauternes vintage.  A small crop, with plenty of acidity and lots of botrytis.  
The wines have incredible complexity, wonderful freshness and length, and superb botrytis 
character.  Genuinely a vintage of rare quality. 
 
Richard Berkley-Matthews 
April 2014 
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The wines we hope to offer: 
 
Red Wines 
 
Ch d’Angludet 
Ch Beau Séjour Bécot 
Ch Brane Cantenac 
Ch Calon Ségur 
Ch Canon La Gaffelière 
Ch Capbern Gasqueton 
Ch Caronne Sainte Gemme 
Carruades de Lafite 
Ch Certan de May 
Ch Cheval Blanc 
Le Clarence 
Ch Clinet 
Ch Conseillante 
Ch Cos d’Estournel 
Ch La Dauphine 
Ch Ducru Beaucaillou 
Ch Duhart Milon 
Ch La Fleur Pétrus 
Forts de Latour 
Ch Grand Puy Lacoste 
Ch Grand Village 
Ch La Grave 
Ch Haut Batailley 
Ch Haut Brion 
Ch Lafleur 
Ch Lafon Rochet 
Ch Lanessan 
Ch Langoa Barton 
Ch Latour 
Ch Latour à Pomerol 
Ch Léoville Barton 
Ch Léoville Las Cases 
Ch Lynch Bages 
Ch Margaux 
Clos du Marquis 
Ch Mauvesin Barton 
Ch La Mission Haut Brion 
Ch Montrose 
Ch Moulin du Cadet 
Ch Mouton Rothschild 
Ch Les Ormes de Pez 
 

 
 
Pagodes de Cos 
Pavillon Rouge du Ch Margaux 
Pensées de Lafleur 
Petit Cheval 
Petit Lion 
Ch Pichon Baron 
Ch Pichon Lalande 
Ch Pontet Canet 
Ch Potensac 
Ch Rauzan Segla 
Ch Talbot 
Ch Tronquoy Lalande 
Ch Troplong Mondot 
Vieux Ch Certan 
Ch Vrai Canon Bouchée 
 
 
White Wines 
 
Ch d’Arche 
Aile d’Argent 
Ch Bastor Lamontagne 
Ch Climens 
Ch Cos d’Estournel Blanc 
Ch Coutet 
Ch Doisy Daëne 
Ch Doisy Védrines 
Ch de Fargues 
Ch Guiraud 
Ch Haut Brion Blanc 
Ch Lafaurie Peyraguey 
Ch Liot 
Ch de Malle 
Ch La Mission Haut Brion Blanc 
Pavillon Blanc du Ch Margaux 
Ch Rieussec 
Ch Suduiraut 
Ch Tour Blanche 
Ch d’Yquem 


